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Principal:  
Hello CMS Families! 

 
Happy spring everyone!  Where has the year gone?  We are 
going into our 8th month of school, and the year is cruising by.  It 
has been a year packed with activities, but most importantly great 
teaching and learning.  All of the education and experiences we 
offer, whether it is Heroes Club, Student Council, the Yearbook 
Club, National Junior Honor Society, or Forensics are meant to 
provide fun, educational, and meaningful opportunities for our 
students, preparing them for the next step in their educational 
journey – high school.   
 
We’re getting close to the end of the year and we’re running low 
on our supply of Kleenex, hand sanitizer and pencils.  We would 
love donations brought to the school office to help replenish our 
supply ☺ 
 
This past Friday, we sent home the criteria for students to earn 
the end of the year incentives.  Below are highlights of the criteria 
needed to be met: 
 
6th and 7th Grade: 
Day Field Trip 

• Student may not have a D or U for 4th Quarter in any 
class including band, chorus, math, English, physical 
education, art, etc. 

• There will be a final grade/behavior check before ordering 
the tickets. 

• Student must not have more than 3 minors and no major 
referrals for 4th Quarter. 

 
End-of-the-Year Dance 

• Student may not have a D or U for 4th Quarter, in any 
class including band, chorus, math, English, physical 
education, art, etc. 

• There will be a final grade/behavior check. 
• Student must not have more than 3 minors and no major 

referrals for 4th Quarter. 
 
8th Grade: 
Day Field Trip 

• All outstanding school fees and negative lunch 
account balances must be paid for students to 
participate in this activity. 
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2/22 – Forensics Meet @ Cabrini 

 3:00 – 10:00 

         – Select Orchestra 6:00 

2/25 – CMS/HUHS Orchestra All 

Strings Concert 6:30 – 

7:30 

2/26 – Band Concert 

 6th grade-6:00 

 7th/8th grade-7:30 

2/27 – End of 2nd Trimester 

        – Chess Club @ HUHS  

                 3:30 – 4:30 

        – 8th Grade Choir at HUHS 

                 Choir Concert 7:00 

 2/28 – ELL Tutoring 3:30 -4:15 

         – Elevate Speaker:  

 Depression & Anxiety 

 6:00 – 8:00 

3/1 – SCHEDULE CHANGE –  

         FULL SCHOOL DAY 

(SNOW 

         DAY MAKE-UP) 

      – Forensics meet @ Central 

 3:00 – 10:00 

3/6 – Chess Club @ HUHS 

 3:30 – 4:30 

      – Student Council Mtg. 

 3:30-5:00 

3/7 – ELL Tutoring 3:30-4:15 

      – Jazz Rehearsal 3:30 – 4:00 

3/8 – Musical: Beauty & the Beast 

                 7:00 

3/9 – Chess Club Tournament 

@ HUHS 

       – Musical: Beauty & the 

Beast 

 2:00 & 7:00 

3/10 – Musical: Beauty & the 

Beast 

  2:00 
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3/28 – 4/4 – Spring Break 

4/5– Classes Resume 

4/6 – 4/7 & 4/12 – 4/13 

 Forward testing 

4/12 – PTO Meeting 6:00 pm 

4/15 & 4/18 No School  

4/26 – District School Board Mtg. 

@ District Office 6:00 pm 

5/5 – Band Spring Concert 

       6th @ 6pm; 7th/8th/Jazz 7:30 pm 

5/10 – PTO Meeting 6:00 

5/19 – Orchestra “Rockestra”  

        6th @ 6pm; 7th/8th @ 7:30 pm 

5/24 – District School Board Mtg. 

 @ District Office 6:00 pm 

5/25 – Choir Spring Concert 

            6th @ 6 pm; 7th/8th 7 pm 

5/30 – Memorial Day/No School 

6/2 – 8th grade Recognition 

                       1:30pm 

6/3 – End of 4th Quarter; Early 

         Release @ 11:50 am /last day 

         of school 

6/13 – 7/8   Summer School 

8/1 – 8/12   Jump Start 

       8:00 am–12:00 pm 

 

For a full listing of 

events, see our District 

Web page. 

 
https://www.hartfordjt1.k1

2.wi.us/central-middle-

school/cms-calendar 
 

https://www.hartfordjt1.k12.wi.us/central-middle-school/cms-calendar
https://www.hartfordjt1.k12.wi.us/central-middle-school/cms-calendar
https://www.hartfordjt1.k12.wi.us/central-middle-school/cms-calendar
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• Student may not have a D or U for 4th Quarter in any class including band, chorus, math, English, 
physical education, art, etc. 

• There will be a final grade/behavior check before ordering the tickets. 
• Student must not have more than 3 minors and no major referrals for 4th Quarter. 

 
End-of-the-Year Dance 

• All outstanding school fees and negative lunch account balances must be paid for students 
to participate in this activity. 

• Student may not have a D or U for 4th Quarter, in any class including band, chorus, math, English, 
physical education, art, etc. 

• There will be a final grade/behavior check. 
• Student must not have more than 3 minors and no major referrals for 4th Quarter. 

 
Recognition Ceremony 

• All outstanding school fees and negative lunch account balances must be paid for students 
to participate in this activity. 

• The Recognition Ceremony is a special event. Students are encouraged to dress nicely. Jeans, 
shorts, sweatpants and tank tops are NOT acceptable attire. Clothing should follow guidelines 
outlined in the handbook. 

• All eighth-grade students are expected to attend the last ½ day of school. 
 
At this time, we know the 6th graders will be going to the Ingleside Hotel Waterpark, for their end of the 
year trip.  We are still working on finalizing the details for the 7th and 8th grade trips.  Stay tuned…  
 
Also, as a reminder, our students will take the Forward Exam once we return from Spring Break.  This is 
the opportunity for the students to showcase what they’ve learned throughout the year. We will be testing 
on 04/06/22, 04/7/22, 4/12/22, and 4/13/22.   
 
It’s been a great year and it will only get better.  I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming concerts, or 
around Hartford.  Once again, happy spring…… ☺  

  
 

Mr. Viste 
 

 

 

6th Grade: 
The sixth graders will be going to the Ingleside for our end-of-the-year field trip. Students will spend the 
entire day in the water park. In order to be eligible for the field trip, students may not have a D or U for the 
4th quarter in any of their classes. This includes academic classes as well as special classes like band, 
art, or PE. Students are also not allowed to have more than 3 minor referrals and no major referrals. It is 
the time of year where students get very excited about things. Please remind your child that they still need 
to do their work, and they still need to behave themselves. Bullying and horse play will not be tolerated. 
Letters were sent home on March 18 with all of these expectations listed. These need to be signed and 
returned showing that you understand these expectations.  
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7th Grade:  
SCIENCE: 
7th Graders got down to the atomic scale, learning what makes up an element. They used Jelly Beans to 
build different molecules, supplementing their Chemical Reactions Amplify Unit. They used different color 
jelly beans to show the protons, neutrons and electrons of particular atoms in a fun game during Science 
class. They also had to name the element, give its symbol, tell the atomic number, mass and then show its 
nucleus made of protons and neutrons, and how many electrons made up the electron shell.   

 

                                 
                         

                                                
 

 
ELA: 
7th Grade ELA is finishing up their Writing About Reading unit. Students have worked hard to reread a 
favorite novel of their choice and to apply their writerly skills. Students have become experts on story 
elements including the themes, character comparisons, symbolism, and setting, just to name a few. 
Making claims about the writer’s intent involves the necessary process of "bringing the receipts." Student 
have been practicing the skills of providing and citing evidence to support those claims. 7th graders have 
also been analyzing the interconnectedness of the story elements and how they affect other elements. My 
favorite part of this unit is the encouragement and opportunity for students to engage in fan fiction - writing 
part of the story with a new twist, or creating an alternate ending. Great work, 7th grade! Your teachers are 
proud of your effort.  ~Mrs. Gottfried 
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MATH: 
Investing in the Future 

7th grade students worked on creating their own stock portfolios as a way of practicing their skills with 
rational numbers and percentages. Students answered questions about interest and depreciation in a real-
world context. They also observed mock stock portfolios to understand how they work before they did 
research on stocks to create their own. Everyone got to help in the deciding process of which stocks were 
chosen to "invest in" for this project. We looked at companies such as Apple, Amazon, McDonald's, 
Target, AirBnB, etc. Students were taught how to look at historical data of stock values so they could 
determine what the best investments would be. Unfortunately, the stocks did not do so hot within the time 
frame of this project, but they were able to reflect on the risks of investing in stocks based on the overall 
decrease in stock values. Here's hoping to better investments in the future! 
 
~7th Grade Math Teachers 
(Mrs. Bastien, Mrs. Boehlen, & Ms. Harrison) 

 
 
 

8th Grade: 

 
The 8th grade students at Central Middle School had the opportunity to put their WWI trench knowledge 

into action by playing Trench Warfare Dodgeball. In the mezzanine, gymnastic mats were set up to create 

trenches by standing them up, side by side. Another set of mats were placed in front of the “trenches” to 

represent barbed wire. The area between trenches became “No Man’s Land.” The students would start in 

their trenches and throw dodgeballs toward the opposing team. The yellow balls represented mustard gas. 

If a yellow ball flew into a trench, the students would need to leave their trench to escape the poisonous 

gas. Students also tried “going over the top” of the trenches to see what would happen if they tried to rush 

the opposing team and set foot into the open space. Students had a lot to say: “It was FUN! Very very 

fun!,” “Better than regular dodgeball!,” “It was the best thing ever!,” and “It was fun but scary because I lost 

all of my arms and limbs.” I think it is safe to say that the students had a BLAST! 

 

              

Applied Fine Arts: 
 

Art: 
3rd quarter ended on March 23rd. 
4th quarter begins on March 24th. 
 

6th and 7th grade students have been busy working on clay projects and glazing them.  
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8th gr 3D art students have been working in collaborative groups to create props for the musical, Annie Jr. 
They created a radio, a fire hydrant, the bust of Mozart, and lamps. One group created a large sculpture of 
the top of the Chrysler Building. Come to the performances at the end of April to see all of their hard work! 
 

8th gr Pottery students completed three different clay projects, a pinch pot animal, a coil pot and a slab 
fairy house. They just finished glazing them. 
 

Five students had their artwork on display at the Sharon Lynne Wilson Art Center for a few weeks in 
February and then three of those pieces went on to Madison and are on display at East Towne Mall 
through March 25th. 
 

Fifteen students will have their artwork on display at UWM - Washington County extension in West Bend 
for a Festival of Arts on April 9 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. Their work will be on display on the second floor 
from March 28 - April 26.  

 
The District Art Show will be going up on April 19 and will be on display on the second floor of the District 
Office until May 2. There will be a reception on Friday, April 29 from 3:30 - 6:00 pm. 

 
 

Spanish: 
6th grade - Wednesday, March 23rd is the last day for 3rd quarter students. They are finishing up their ‘All 
about Me’ projects and introducing a friend to Senora Ruiz by answering 7 questions about them. The 
students have learned to talk about themselves including name, where they are from, birthday, age, likes 
and dislikes. 4th quarter students will learn basic Spanish greetings and how to answer the question What 
is your name? 

 
 

PLTW: 
6th Grade- Students in Design and Modeling have been working with Tinkercad, which is a 3D modeling 
software that helps them create objects that if they wanted they could print on a 3D printer.  
 

7th Grade - Students in app creators worked on principles of coding throughout the quarter.  To end the 
quarter, they’re working on designing and building an app for tracking fitness.  They were given a set of 
app requirements, and then had the opportunity to let their own visions take shape about what the app 
would look like and how it would work. 
 

8th Grade - Students in Sustainable architecture ended the quarter working on a project to design a home 
out of reclaimed shipping containers.  Students created a few different designs, then determined which 
one was the best.  They continued the project by putting together a floor plan and 3-D model using 
architectural software on the computer.  Final designs and environmentally friendly features were shared 
with the class to wrap up the quarter. 

 

 

Tech Ed: 
7th grade - Home maintenance class recently has focused on painting and finishing interiors. We 
drywalled, mudded and taped our walls, and then primed and painted them. We are getting ready to talk 
about electrical. 
 

8th grade - Students working in the woods class are making the legs to their stools. Learning about 
squaring a board, shop and tool safety, and the proper methods to make a nice project they can be proud 
of. 
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Virtual: 
Students have been working to complete third quarter principles of Game Development, Fashion Design, 
Career Exploration, French, and German. 

 

 
 
 
Band & Orchestra: 

Band 
 
Concerts:   
Congratulations to all CMS Bands on a wonderful mid-winter concert on March 3!  The 6th grade debuted 
its standard band repertoire skills, and several students gave solo or small ensemble performances.  The 
7th and 8th grades performed several exciting and energizing selections, culminating in a combined band 
performance of the Star-Spangled Banner.  Thanks to all students and parents for their effort, dedication 
and support. 
 
The next concert for all bands is Thursday, May 5.  6th grade performs at 6:00, and the 7th/8th grade 
concert begins at 7:30.  The Jazz Band will perform on the 7:30 program as well. 
 
Jazz Band:  The Jazz Band started its season in February and has begun learning three selections for the 
Spring Concert on May 5.  Thank you to all Jazz members for your extra time and effort! 
 
Anthem with the Admirals:  CMS Bands have been invited to perform the national anthem at the 
Milwaukee Admirals game on Sunday, April 24!  Sign-up will begin on March 25, and further detailed 
information will be communicated over the coming weeks. 

 
Further “notes”:   Remember, practice logs are due each week and count toward the course grade.  …  All 
students are encouraged to continue to develop a consistent daily practice routine, especially ahead of 
upcoming performances!  …  Thank you to all Band students and parents for their time, support and 
dedication.  It’s great to have “normal” Band back again! 

 

 
Orchestra 

 

The February “All Strings Concert” was a success.  I hope you enjoyed seeing all the grade levels 
perform.  Thank you to all who helped move equipment and stack chairs.  Many hands makes for light 
work.  Great job to all the performers.  You sounded great. 
 

Reminder to get your practice journals in.  350 minutes are due by the end of the quarter.   
 

End of the year “Rockestra Concert” will be held on Thursday, May 19th.  See you then. 
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Updates from Student Services 
(Ms. Morrow and Mrs. Griebenow) 

Academic and Career Planning (ACP) 

Recently 6-8th grade students participated in career lessons using the Xello application. Xello’s main 

focus is to encourage students to begin exploring careers that match their interests, skills and strengths. 

Each grade participated in three different lessons that covered a wide variety of career-related topics. 

Students were very engaged and learned more about themselves and where their passions can take 

them.  

Xello Topics per Grade:  

6th Grade: Career Matchmaker, Interests, Decision Making, Time Management, and School 

Subjects at Work 

7th Grade: Career Matchmaker, Explore Learning Styles, Biases and Career Choice, and Discover 

Learning Pathways 

8th Grade: Explore Career Matches, Transition to High School and Self Advocacy 

  

Xello has been a very valuable resource for students to begin exploring and gaining knowledge 

into future possibilities. To learn more about Xello, see the video below. Students are also 

welcome and encouraged to use Xello in their free time to continue exploring. Feel free to ask your 

student questions on what they matched with and have them share what they have learned!  

Xello Video: Make Every Student Future Ready  

 

 

Clubs/Activities/PTO:  

 

Student Council: 
Student Council will be sponsoring Dodgeball after school on April 8th.  It is free to all students.  
Concessions will be available ranging from $0.25 to $1.00. 
 

Forensics:   
The forensics season ended with great success, having 17 kids qualify for the state tournament in Oak 
Creek! From poetry to impromptu speaking, we had a variety of categories represented this season and 
the students really enjoyed competing at each event. It was exciting to watch their confidence grow from 
January to March. These skills will last them a lifetime! As coaches, we were very proud of each one of 
them and can't wait to see what they bring us (or the high school) next year!  

                          
PTO: 
The next PTO meeting will take place April 12th  at 6:00 in the LMC.  We welcome your input to make 
Central a better place for all.  Thank you everyone who participated and helped make the Talent Show a 
success.  The PTO was able to raise $1600.                                                

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCkoUMCXNjI
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Community Coordinator:  

Central students have been working really hard on their learning paths in Exact Path! In the month of 
February, our students worked on their learning paths for 3,132 hours and earned 2,973 trophies. These 
are the highest numbers we've ever reported for monthly usage! Exact Path is a valuable tool, even for 
students who are demonstrating success in their classes. Many students who are successful in their grade 
level classes still have a handful of skills from earlier grade levels that need a little more work. Exact Path 
helps teachers to identify these skills, and allows students a chance to learn it again, practice, and show 
mastery. Every skill mastered can help make grade level learning a little bit easier.  
 
Last month, we kicked off an Exact Path Weekend Challenge. Students are encouraged to find time over 
the weekend to spend as little as 30 minutes on their learning paths. Each weekend, students completing 
the challenge in any subject earn an entry into a monthly prize drawing. During the week of Spring Break, 
students will earn an entry for every 30 minutes they complete on their learning paths. The first drawing 
will take place on April 8th for a Schubert Theater gift package I hope you will encourage your child to take 
advantage of these additional learning opportunities!  
 
Mrs. Thurmer 
~Community Coordinator  

 
All School Assembly – B2WINS 
On March 11, the students and staff were able to attend an all-school assembly featuring B2WINS.  This 
act consists of 2 twin brothers from Brazil who play music and promote a positive, encouraging message 
to students. 

                
 

 


