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July 22, 2020 
 
 
Dear Hartford Jt. 1 Families, 
 
I understand that this has been a challenging time as you eagerly await more information about what the school year will 
look like this fall. Please know that our team has been working around the clock to prepare this plan in a way that 
accommodates and meets the needs of all learners.  
 
On Tuesday, July 21, the HJT1 School Board voted unanimously to approve a 2020-21 School Year Plan proposal. 
Additionally, our HJT1 Steering Committee, made up of two Board members, staff and several parents, all support this 
plan.   
 
Today, I am happy to share the “Reopening Our Schools” plan with you. Please review this plan in its entirety, along 
with the supporting videos and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) which provide more details. All information is also 
found on the District website at https://www.hjt1.org/district-office/reopening-our-schools.  
 
This week you will receive specific directions on how to select one of the Instructional Models for each of your children in 
the District for the 2020-21 school year. Due to the complexity of the programming involved in offering multiple options, 
selections will need to be completed promptly.  
 
I understand that there may be questions as you review this document and other informational materials. This is a fluid 
process as we learn more about this disease. There will be live sessions next week in a Reopening Family Forum to hear 
about the plan and ask questions.  

Monday, July 27th at 6 PM - https://zoom.us/j/96778394472 
Tuesday, July 28th at 11:30 AM - https://zoom.us/j/99552415938 

Tuesday, July 28th at 4 PM - https://zoom.us/j/98465649292 
Wednesday, July 29th at 7 AM - https://zoom.us/j/98038515579 

 
Please also consider reviewing these resources: 

• Video Introduction from Dr. Mark Smits (4m 28s) 
• Reopening Our Schools PDF  
• Explainer Video of our plan to Reopen Our Schools (8m 42s) 

 
Thank you for your patience and your dedication to your child’s education. We truly believe that we are all in this 
together. Please continue to check your email as we send further email correspondence over the coming days and 
weeks. 
 
Yours in education, 
Mark Smits, Ph.D. 
District Administrator 
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